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BARCELOMNA

HEEMELE B0 X12 O 255 H2I0l U= A5 5194 HIZURLE SW2 HE|S 7170 WIEIX| X, MMo| 7iEnt aMo2
ZHAIE) QICE 015t £9)710] SHxint A}, HEkEIK| 25D U0l ‘S O-XF S0l 21717t Bict.

Located about 25 minutes from Barcelona’s airport by car, Soho House Barcelona is a hotel that boasts an
opulent ensemble of antique furniture, vintage lighting and colorful curtains and cushions. It is a favored
destination among “hotel travelers” drawn to the elegance of swimming pools, spas and in-house theaters.

© Soho House Barcelona

by 24z Jeong Sung-kab
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" orsome, memories of Barcelona are

$ .| defined by the local color, of which the
most prominent representative is the Sa-
grada Familia. Currently still under construc-
tion, the cathedral’s interior is an absolute
marvel, decorated with an enchanting array
of pink, orange, green, red and blue. Gazing
at the almost otherworldly glimmer of vibrant
hues envelops visitors in a spiritual aura. Two
of the most unmistakable shades of Barce-
lona are a shimmering azure found only in
Mediterranean port cities and a purifying
green usually found in forests and parks. The
natural colors that radiate from the earth and
airintermingle splendidly with the Sagrada
Familia and the surrounding cheerful ca-

fes and lush foliage. Joy abounds in every
activity, from walking and people watching to
eating and drinking. Life pervades every inch
of the city like water desperately absorbed
by a dehydrated plant. This robust ambi-
ence is likely the reason why so many world-
renowned artists, writers and chefs visit
Barcelona, and why accommodation that
complements the city is key.

Soho House Barcelona isthe
place to stay when experiencing this festival
of colors. The apricot-colored 18™"-century

1284 2 clold 324
1Reception 2 Dining area

building was renovated to complement the

hotel, but its old red brick walls, marble pillars

and an arched ceiling have been meticulously
preserved, creating a vintage look. These

historical aesthetics serve as a foundation for

the hotel’s interior design. Even the wood for

the guest room windows boast a longstanding
heritage, overlooking a waterfront brimmed

with Barcelona’s refreshing breeze.

The furniture, lighting and curtains that fill the

interior are largely vintage in style. In almost

every space, fabric sofas are filled with cush-

ions of various colors and patterns. Various

colors, including plum and navy, give comfort

with their subdued tones. Guests are drawn

to different light stands and table lamps, while

warm sunlight pervades through wooden- [
framed windows. Tall plants placed in each
and every corner of the property decorate the
hotel as well.

There are generally two values pursued by
hotels: grandeur and comfort. Soho House
Barcelona emphasizes the latter. The hotel
uses every color in the palette yet avoids
gaudiness or kitsch. Hotel management
explains that many of the design elements
were inspired by the unique regional tastes
of Catalonia—the region of which Barcelona
is the capital—and were chosen to create a
general ambience of warmth and repose.
Gothic-influenced arched ceilings,

which are almost twice as



1215 2 AY0] B} 3 AL & high as those of many other buildings, and
y

2 3 . . .
igoafioni2ceRelBeitalndonect locally sourced antique furniture contribute

to creating the desired atmosphere.

T QICH B 7t AQE L M HREA &2 In recent times, hotels have become tourist
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. 1= days, fewer travelers leave their hotel early
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Barcelona is the city of the incomparable architect Antoni Gaudi, Alongside the Sagrada Familia, one of the
world’s most spectacular cathedrals, the city is interspersed with a number of notable constructions, such

as Park Giell, Casa Mila and Casg Batllo.The peculiar facade befitting a Tim Burton film and the dizzyingly
diverse colors and details show why Gaudi was nicknamed “God’s architect.’ The number of local Gaudi tour
programs is also not to be missed. PortVell marina, located in the vicinity of Soho House Barcelona, is another
appealing destination,

# Rooms 57 rooms (I} i Restaurants and Bars House Kitchen, Sauaie Bai, The Green Room, Cecco
Barcelona Facilities Gym, Spa, Cinema Address Placa del Duc de Medinacel’, < 08002 Baiceiona, Spamn Phone
+34 932 204 600 Website www.sohonousebarceiona com

a general trend among hotels, including even
the most prominent names in the industry, to
remove swimming pools. Soho House Barce-
lona, however, has not one but two pools.The
indoor pool is a paradise of details, with a rus-
tic wood-and-brick ceiling and leaf-patterned
tiles adorning the tops of pillars, as well as
cushions on marble chairs. The most stylish
element of all, however, is the loungers. Their
frames are made of woven strips of wood and
the cushions are covered with fabric embroi-
dered with flower patterns. The sensuality of
the interior is easy to appreciate while looking
up toward the ceiling as you swim at a leisure-
ly pace or admire the details on the walls and
floor as you relax poolside. The outdoor pool
is likewise aesthetically appealing. Instead

of several loungers, arranged in a pleasing
display of red-and-white striped fabricis a
canopy providing cover with enough space for
more than 20 people. For moviegoers, the ho-
tel is also equipped with an in-house theater
filled with 36 large velvet-covered armchairs.
The theater alternates between screening
commercial hits and independent films, and
its leather-cushioned footrests allow viewers
to kick back and pass the time much as they
would by the pool.

The dining experience is another integral and
unforgettable part of Soho House Barcelona. .
The main spot, Cecconi’s, is popular among
the gourmands of Barcelona and boasts

© Soho House Barcelona
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a wide-ranging menu including seafood
dishes such as tuna tartare. Highlights from
the House Kitchen include the pork loin with
an onion puree and cherry vinaigrette while
the salad options are bountiful and include
a wonderful ensemble of fresh ingredients,
including peas, sun-dried tomatoes and
cabbage.

Catalonia isa region of Spain re-
nowned for both its red and white wine. It

is situated high above sea level and has a
Mediterranean climate, giving its grapes
adeep, rich flavor. The wine produced in
collaboration with the renowned winemak-
ers of the Montsant region of Catalonia are
highly recommended. They are available

at Soho House Barcelona and come in
measures of 150, 500 and 750 milliliters —
convenient for modest drinkers who want to

casually sample the local wine.

Spending time at the hotel spais also a
relaxing, worthwhile experience. Located
underneath the lobby, the Cowshed Relax
spa belongs to the famous British com-
pany, Cowshed. It uses only aromatic oils
extracted from various organically grown
herbs and plants. The hotel is also made all
the more enjoyable by its inclusion of a yoga
studio, where guests can limber up in the
morning, and the Green Room, a speak-
easy offering a variety of cocktails from
Thursday to Sunday until late.

The Soho House & Co brand is particularly
popular among artists and people in the
design industry. First showcased with the
launch of its flagship private members’ club
in London by founder Nick Jones in 1995,
Soho House drew their main clientele from
the film, media and creative industries.
Jones’ plan was to establish a members’
club with an elegant interior and ambience
that would be loved by those with a free and
highly honed sense of aesthetics. A man of
talent and a sense for business, Jones cur-
rently operates a total of 18 clubs as well as
an array of bedrooms, apartments, lofts and
cabins open to guests. Each and every loca-
tion continues to fulfill Jones’ aim of offering
its guests all the comforts of home. =

Jeong Sung-kab is an editor of Luxury magazine.



